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US and Vietham advance
toward reciprocal trade
agreement after ministerial

talks

Vietnam and the United States have moved a step closer to finalising a reciprocal trade
agreement, as officials from both sides sought to resolve remaining issues during the
eighth ministerial-level negotiation held on November 10.

Viethamese Minister of Industry and Trade Nguyen Hong Dien and US Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer met in Washington ahead of technical discussions slated
for November 12-14. The two sides reviewed key outstanding points and discussed the
broader trajectory of bilateral trade relations.

Mr. Greer lauded the “systematic and pragmatic” approach adopted by Vietnam’s
negotiating team, noting that both sides’ Joint Statement on a Framework for an
Agreement on Reciprocal, Fair, and Balanced Trade represented an important milestone
toward completing the deal.

Minister Dien reaffirmed Vietham'’s commitment to fostering a balanced and sustainable
trade partnership with the United States. He stressed that the final agreement would
strengthen economic cooperation under the countries’ Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, which was elevated last year.

The Vietnamese side outlined new proposals aimed at expediting talks, while the US
delegation pledged to review them in upcoming technical sessions. Both sides agreed
that the latest meeting marked a critical milestone in addressing pending issues to
deliver tangible economic benefits for businesses and consumers in both nations.
Analysts view the proposed reciprocal trade pact as a potential foundation for deepening
Vietham-US economic integration, potentially opening the way for enhanced
cooperation in supply chains, high-tech manufacturing, and digital trade amid shifting
global trade dynamics. Vheconomy
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Vietham'’s logistics sector
gears up for a new era of
regional connectivity

Vietnam is positioning its logistics industry for a new phase of growth as the country
prepares to host the Vietham Logistics Forum 2025 in Da Nang on November 28-29.
Under the theme “Vietnam Logistics — Rising into the New Erqg,” the event underscores the
nation’s ambition to strengthen its role in the global supply chain amid accelerating
digital transformation and regional economic integration.

Organized by the Ministry of Industry and Trade (MolT), the annual forum has become a
key platform linking logistics with manufacturing, trade, and investment. Over 12 editions,
it has earned recognition from both government and business leaders for driving
cooperation and enhancing Vietham'’s competitiveness in global logistics networks.

This year’s forum will feature field trips to ports and logistics centers in Da Nang, followed
by a plenary session attended by the Prime Minister and senior officials. A thematic
workshop titled “Finding Opportunities for Breakthrough Logistics in the Central Region”
will focus on unlocking the central region’s untapped potential, particularly in the East-
West Economic Corridor connecting Vietham, Laos, Thailand, and Myanmarr.

Da Nang's strategic location—supported by upgrades to Lien Chieu Port, expansion of
Tien Sa Port, and improved transport infrastructure—is expected to transform the city into
a regional logistics and transit hub.

As Vietnam seeks to enhance governance mechanisms and attract investment, the 2025
forum signals the country’s determination to make logistics a core pillar of its national
economic growth strategy. VNA
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Vietham tightens rules to
curb counterfeit goods in
booming E-commerce

sector

Vietnam’s Ministry of Industry and Trade (MolIT) is stepping up enforcement to combat
counterfeit and imitation goods on e-commerce platforms, as the government seeks to
protect consumers and sustain confidence in the country’s rapidly expanding digital
marketplace.

At a government press briefing on November 8, Deputy Minister Nguyen Sinh Nhat Tan
said the e-commerce sector is expected to grow 25-27% by 2025, becoming a crucial
driver of domestic consumption. However, the surge in online trade has also created new
challenges, with fake and low-quality products undermining fair competition and
consumer trust.

Tan revealed that MolT is drafting a revised Law on E-commerce, to be submitted to the
National Assembly next year. The proposed legislation aims to define the responsibilities
of sellers, platforms, logistics providers, and regulators, setting the stage for stricter
compliance and coordinated oversight.

Under the new framework, e-commerce platforms will be required to verify product
origins, maintain proper documentation, and promptly remove listings of counterfeit
goods—within 24 hours of detection. Platforms may also be held responsible for
compensating affected consumers.

Authorities have intensified cooperation among market surveillance forces, customs, and
police to crack down on counterfeit production and distribution hubs, particularly during
peak shopping seasons. Officials stress that eliminating physical sources of fake goods is
essential to cleaning up the digital marketplace.

Vietham’s e-commerce boom—fueled by a tech-savvy population and expanding
logistics networks—has strengthened retail competition and broadened consumer
access. But as the sector matures, transparency and enforcement are becoming central
to sustaining growth.

“Consumers can only fully trust online platforms when violations are dealt with swiftly and
strictly,” Tan said. “A safe, fair, and transparent e-commerce environment is key to long-
term confidence.” VNA
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Tokyo Gas deepens Vietham
ties with wind power
investment in Vinh Long

Tokyo Gas Co, Ltd. is strengthening its footprint in Vietham’s renewable energy sector
through a strategic investment in Truong Thanh Duyen Hai Wind Power JSC, a joint
venture with Truong Thanh Vietnam Group (TTVN) and Truong Thanh Energy (TTP). The
partnership marks a new phase in Tokyo Gas's regional energy expansion under its
“Compass 2030” vision toward net-zero CO, emissions.

The project, located off the coast of Vinh Long Province, will double the capacity of TTVN's
existing nearshore wind farm completed in 2021 to 96,000 kW. A detailed feasibility study,
assessing economic and technical aspects, will be conducted in fiscal 2025, with a final
investment decision slated for 2026.

Under the new structure, Tokyo Gas holds 49%, TTVN 36%, and TTP 15% of the venture. The
Japanese utility’s participation not only brings capital strength and technical expertise
but also reinforces confidence in Vietham's renewable growth trajectory, where local
developers are seeking foreign partners to expand wind and LNG projects amid rising
energy demand.

The deal follows Tokyo Gas's recent collaboration with Kumagai Gumi and TTVN in the
Thai Binh LNG power project, a 1,500 MW facility now under construction. Together, the
investments underscore Tokyo Gas's strategy to diversify its clean energy portfolio in
Southeast Asia, balancing renewable assets and gas-based generation as part of its
transition roadmap.

As Vietham moves toward a more sustainable energy mix, the partnership highlights how
Japanese investors are positioning themselves as long-term allies in the country’s
decarbonization journey. VIR
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Retail sector of Vietham
sustains strong
momentum in 2025

Vietnam'’s retail market continued its robust expansion, with total retail sales of goods
and consumer services reaching VND5.77 quadrillion ($219 billion) in the first ten months
of 2025, up 9.3% year-on-year, according to the National Statistics Office.

Retail sales of goods remained the key growth driver, accounting for 76.2% of total
revenue at VND4.4 quadrillion, a rise of 8% from the same period in 2024. Essential
consumer categories all showed healthy gains: food and beverages climbed 10%,
clothing 8.6%, household goods 7.1%, and cultural and educational products 6.9%.

Growth was broad-based across Vietham'’s major urban centers. Da Nang led with a 9.4%
increase, followed by Can Tho (8.7%), Ho Chi Minh City and Hai Phong (8.3%), and Hanoi
(8%).

In October alone, retail sales were estimated at VND598.4 trillion ($23 billion), up 7.2%
year-on-year, underscoring resilient domestic demand amid a recovering economy.
Analysts note that steady income growth, tourism recovery, and expanding modern retail
formats—particularly convenience stores and e-commerce—are sustaining consumer
spending. As Vietham’s middle class continues to grow, the country’s retail landscape is
poised for further transformation, blending traditional commerce with rapid digitalization.
Vneconomy
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Foreign investors eye Ho Chi
Minh City as administrative
reform gains urgency

Global investors are signaling renewed interest in Vietham’s southern economic hub, but their
optimism hinges on whether the city can deliver long-promised administrative reforms.

At a recent dialogue between municipal leaders and foreign business representatives, executives
from European, American, and Japanese chambers expressed confidence in the city’s potential
following its planned administrative merger with neighboring Binh Duong and Ba Ria—-Vung Tau
provinces. The consolidation is expected to unlock new regional synergies in logistics, finance,
and industrial development.

Erick Contreras, vice president of EuroCham Vietnam, said the merger could position the city as a
“gateway for regional capital flows,” especially once the International Financial Centre (IFC) in
Thu Thiem becomes operational. “A transparent and well-governed IFC will catalyze innovation,
green finance, and sustainable growth,” he noted.

Echoing that sentiment, Travis Mitchell, executive director of AmCham Vietnam, said the IFC
represents a structural reform that could elevate Vietham into a regional hub for green capital.
He also pointed to the country’s stock market upgrade by FTSE Russell, which may channel
significant foreign inflows into local assets.

Investor confidence is rising: EuroCham’s Business Confidence Index hit 66.5 points in Q3 2025, the
highest in three years. Over 80% of its members see Vietham'’s five-year outlook as positive.

Yet, persistent bureaucratic hurdles threaten to slow momentum. Seck Yee Chung of the
Singapore Chamber of Commerce highlighted that some licensing processes still take up to a
year — far longer than the official 13-day target. JETRO data show that 62% of Japanese firms cite
administrative complexity as their main challenge, alongside rising labor costs and uneven legal
enforcement.

City Chairman Nguyen Van Duoc pledged to make administrative reform the top priority, vowing
to cut at least 30% of procedures and shift from a “management mindset” to a “service mindset.”
If Ho Chi Minh City can match investor enthusiasm with decisive governance reforms, it may soon
emerge as Southeast Asia’s next financial and innovation hub. VNA
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